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Course Objective: 

The course provides an exposure to the fundamentals of social science research 

methodology. It begins with a discussion on some important philosophical ideas 

underlying the emergence of different methodologies in social sciences. This course 

aims to familiarise the students to the different approaches in understanding and 

explaining social phenomena besides sensitising them to the relationship between 

theory and research. It also aims to acquaint students with the fundamentals of the 

quantitative and qualitative techniques of research. 

 

Learning outcome:  

By the end of this course, students will be able to :-  

 systematically design, execute, and analyze social science research using both 

quantitative and qualitative paradigms while adhering to high ethical standards. 

 Identify ethical dilemmas in research and apply ethical principles (informed consent, 

anonymity, and do-no-harm) to potential research scenarios. 

 Navigate the SPSS interface to perform basic data entry, variable coding, and descriptive 

statistical analysis. 

 Construct a formal research report and apply standard referencing styles (e.g., APA, 

MLA, or Chicago) to document sources correctly. 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding of how qualitative data analysis software (e.g., NVivo 

or ATLAS.ti) assists in managing and coding non-numerical data. 

Unit I: Introduction to Research 

a) The concept of research, characteristics of good research, Application of Research 

b) Meaning and sources of Research problem, characteristics of good Research problem 

c) Research process, outcomes, application of Research,  

d) Importance of Review of Literature, Organizing the Review of Literature. 

e) Ethics in Research 



 

Unit II: Designing Social Science Research 

a) Meaning and importance of research design 

b) Types of research design- Exploratory, Descriptive, Casual research Design 

c) Components and features of research design 

d) Concept of sampling and sampling methods 

 

Unit III: Quantitative Methods 

a) Quantitative: Survey research 

b) Measurement and Scale 

c) Methods of Data Collection: Structured Interviews, Structured Observation 

d) Quantitative Data Analysis: Introduction to SPSS 

e) Report writing and Referencing 

 

Unit IV: Qualitative Approaches and Methods 

 a) Ethnography 

b) Methods of Data Collection (Interviews, Observation (participant & non-participant), Focus     

Group Discussion, Case Study, Oral History, Life History.) 

c) Content Analysis, Narrative Analysis, Conversational Analysis, Discourse Analysis. 

d) Introduction to Qualitative Data Analysis software 
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